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Agenda
7:30 am Registration and Breakfast Buffet

Pre-Function Area

8:30 am Welcome
Diamond and Sapphire Ballrooms

Gina Thomas, DNP, MBA, RN, NEA-BC, FACHE, President, Carle Richland Memorial 
Hospital and Chair, 2025 IHA Small and Rural Hospitals Constituency Section

Shawn Vincent, President and CEO, Loyola Medicine; CEO, Saint Joseph Health System; 
President, Trinity Health Illinois/Indiana Region and Chair, IHA Board of Trustees

President’s Address
A.J. Wilhelmi, IHA President and CEO

9:05 am Beyond the Hospital Walls: Building Trust and Transforming Communities
Diamond and Sapphire Ballrooms

Andrew McCrea, Keynote Speaker and Oscar-Winning Broadcaster

10:15 am Networking Break with Corporate Sponsors
Corporate Sponsor Hall

10:45 am Panel Discussion: Innovative Strategies to Address Community 
Behavioral Health Needs
Diamond and Sapphire Ballrooms

Moderator: 
William E. Davis, BS, MBA, CLSS, Illinois Region President, Deaconess Illinois 

Panelists:
Ada Bair, Chief Executive Officer, Memorial Hospital, Carthage 
Emily Legner, LCPC, Director, Behavioral Health, Memorial Health System 
Molly McCain, MSW, Community Health Consultant, Lincoln Memorial Hospital
Samantha McCarty, BSN, RN, PHRN, Director of Emergency Services, 
Horizon Health 

11:45 am Networking Luncheon with Corporate Sponsors
Corporate Sponsor Hall

1:15 pm Hot Topics in Rural Hospital Regulations and Reimbursement
Diamond and Sapphire Ballrooms

Martie Ross, JD, Consulting Principal, PYA and Director, PYA Center for Rural 
Health Advancement

2:25 pm Networking Break with Corporate Sponsors
Corporate Sponsor Hall

2:45 pm Uncovering How Medicare Advantage Plans Are  
Not Paying You – Finding Solutions
Diamond and Sapphire Ballrooms

Richelle Marting, JD, MHSA, RHIA, CPC, CEMC, CPMA, CPC-I, Attorney,  
Marting Law, LLC

4:00 pm Closing Comments

Continuing Education Credits
ACHE
By attending the Small and Rural Hospitals Annual Meeting offered by The Illinois Health and 
Hospital Association participants may earn up to 5.25 ACHE Qualifying Education Hours toward 
initial certification or recertification of the Fellow of the American College of Healthcare Executives 
(FACHE) designation.

Participants wishing to have the continuing education hours applied toward ACHE Qualifying 
Education Hours should indicate their attendance when submitting application to the American 
College of Healthcare Executives for advancement or recertification.

Nursing
The Illinois Health and Hospital Association (IHA) is authorized by the State of Illinois Department 
of Financial and Professional Regulation (license number 236.000109) to award up to 3.25 hours of 
nurse continuing education credit for this program.



Visit sponsors, collect initials and enter to win a $500 Visa gift card! 
Complete your challenge card by gathering initials from all three  
Gold Sponsors exhibiting and at least 11 other sponsors. Return your  
card to the Registration Table by 3:00 pm for a chance to win:

 f GRAND PRIZE: $500 Visa Gift Card and Complimentary Registration  
to the 2026 IHA Small & Rural Hospitals Annual Meeting 

 f TWO RUNNER-UP PRIZES: $100 Visa Gift Card and Complimentary 
Registration to the 2026 IHA Small & Rural Hospitals Annual Meeting 

Winners will be announced at 4:00 pm. One entry per attendee.   
Must be present to win. Open to individuals from IHA-member hospitals and 
health systems only.

IHA Sponsors
IHA’s 2025 Corporate Sponsors help make our Annual Meeting possible. Please take time to learn 
how their products and services can benefit your organization. 

Gold Sponsors
HealthCare Associates 
Credit Union
Health Management 
Associates (HMA)
Medical Solutions
Optum

Silver Sponsors
Blue & Co. LLC 
Faegre Drinker 
FFF Enterprises 
Gallagher Insurance Point
Grand Canyon University
Herzing University
ImageFIRST 
Inzo Technologies 
Labcorp 
Law Offices of Stephenson, 
Acquisto & Colman
O’Shea Builders 
Pacific Companies
Pointcore 
SIU School of Medicine 
S. M. Wilson & Co. 
The Morel Company
Workshare IL (IDES) 

Bronze Sponsors
Ameren Illinois Energy 
Efficiency Program
Bright Start 529 
College Savings 
Integritas
Murray Company 
Psychiatric Medical Care
Systems Solutions
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Corporate Sponsor Challenge
$500

$100


