TEMPLATE LETTER – Please add specific details and examples and send as an email or place on hospital stationary and send to your members of Congress.

[Date]

Dear [Representative/Senator]:

On behalf of our [XXX] employees and the patients and communities we serve, [HOSPITAL NAME] appreciates your work to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic and ensure all Illinoisans have access to the care they need. This unprecedented public health emergency requires unprecedented actions, and we write with both gratitude and a request for additional assistance.

In Illinois, recent surges have been more intense and geographically widespread and have lasted longer than anticipated, drastically depleting our financial resources.  At the same time, [HOSPITAL NAME] continues to incur extraordinary expenses to provide care, support the healthcare workforce and purchase needed supplies and equipment.  

[INCLUDE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF INCREASED COSTS, LOST REVENUE, AND/OR OTHER EXAMPLES OF HOW YOUR HOSPITAL HAS RESPONDED TO COVID-19].

As Congress considers the next COVID-19 package, [Hospital Name] respectfully requests your support for critical hospital priorities, which include:  	
· Additional financial support through the Provider Relief Fund;
· Extension of the moratorium on Medicare sequester cuts through the duration of the public health emergency designation; and
· Delay of Medicare Accelerated and Advance Payment program loan repayment and consideration of loan forgiveness. 

The successful recovery of the economy will depend on the security of the health care safety net provided by hospitals like [HOSPITAL NAME], and we appreciate your support for the urgent hospital priorities highlighted in this letter.

Sincerely,

[NAME, TITLE, CONTACT INFORMATION]



