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The Illinois Dept. of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) has adopted amendments to the Medical Practice Act of

1987 (68 Ill. Adm. Code 1285) (Sept. 12 Illinois Register, pages 11270 to 11287). The adopted amendments, which are now

effective, create a pathway to full physician licensure for international medical graduates (IMG) in Illinois. An IDFPR press

release can be viewed here.

Under these rules, an IMG can seek full licensure to practice medicine in Illinois through a three-step process. The following

provides a high-level summary of those steps.

Step 1: IMG Physician Limited License

Individuals who have had medical training in another country and meet certain outlined criteria in the regulations may apply for a

limited license to practice medicine. These individuals may only practice under an agreement with a sponsoring entity, which

includes hospitals and multi-specialty medical practices or clinics with two or more physicians that participate in graduate

medical education.

The sponsoring entity must designate a supervisor who has an unrestricted physician license and has never been disciplined by

the state. Further, the supervisor must be either board certified or actively participating in their maintenance of certification in

the specialty to which the limited license holder is pursuing.

The limited license is valid for two years.

Step 2: IMG Physician Restricted License

Upon successful completion of the two-year limited license, an individual may then apply for a restricted physician license.

Restriction in licensure is only for the purposes of location, as the individual may practice independently as long as it is within

the confines of a federal Health Resources and Services Administration designated Health Professional Shortage Area,

Medically Underserved Area, or serves a Medically Underserved Population. While a restricted license holder may practice

independently, they are not permitted to engage in solo practice or in telemedicine.

The restricted license is valid for an additional two years.

Step 3: Full Licensure

Upon completion of two years in practice under a restricted license in one of the specified areas, an individual may then apply

for a full unrestricted license to practice medicine in all its branches.

IHA supported these regulations, as well as the underlying legislation, as a significant approach to tackling the healthcare

workforce issues that Illinois is experiencing. As this program evolves, hospitals are encouraged to reach out should they see

ways to further enhance and build upon what is in place.

Contact Us with questions.

https://www.ilga.gov/Legislation/ILCS/Articles?ActID=1309&ChapterID=24
https://www.ilga.gov/agencies/JCAR/Sections?PartID=06801285&TitleDescription=TITLE%2068%253A%20%20PROFESSIONS%20AND%20OCCUPATIONS&utm_campaign=Health%20Policy%20and%20Finance&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_7Hazk3NgACH0xBg47Th6Yh_7hieNM6Tza_gPft5w0UhzAwiT2RJGWRYgNBWSl71N9ymd5yzdL8QTB6z4csOHz61qTlQ&_hsmi=381222625&utm_content=381222625
https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/index/register/volume49/register_volume49_37.pdf
https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/index/register/volume49/register_volume49_37.pdf
https://www.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/illinois/iisnewsattachments/31703-091225-img-application-press-release-9.12.2025.pdf.pdf
https://iha-mvc-stage.azurewebsites.net/contact-us/
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